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INTRODUCING KATAKANA

Katakana, meaning “fragmentary kana,” are used
primarily for foreign words and names, loanwords
and onomatopoeia. Like hiragana, the basic
alphabet has 5 singular vowels, 40 consonant-
vowels and 1 singular consonant.

Katakana usage is sometimes similar to italics in
English, where it is used for transcription of foreign
language words into Japanese. Gairaigo (9MEz5E), or
loan words, are all written in katakana, such as /\ 7
7, or banana. Foreign names are similarly also
written in katakana. If you have a hon-Japanese
name, you should learn how to write your name in
katakana first.

As an overview of the entire Katakana alphabet, we
have created this helpful chart which also includes
stroke order for each character.

This booklet is designed to be printed so you can
learn and practice stroke order. To listen to the
pronunciation and learn practice stroke order, you
could also use the Go! Go! Nihon Hiragana Quest
app with a free trial lesson (and only ¥360 each to
unlock the full Hiragana/Katakana set), find it here:
https://gogonihon.com/en/hiraganaquest/.



https://gogonihon.com/en/hiraganaquest/

Chart of Katakana covered in this booklet
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